to	DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
one particular and important example of cthe modern demo-
cratic State'.
But study of the Third Republic cannot be divorced from
consideration of the whole development of modern France.
Considered in historical perspective, its foundation was the
climax of a century of varied and violent political experiments.
The regime gained national acceptance amidst memories of
the failure of all its predecessors, and was deeply influenced by
the experience of these alternative systems of government.
Part of its power of survival came from the lack of any widely
acceptable alternative: just as part of its weakness came from
the persistence of certain habits of thought and patterns of
behaviour produced by the events of the previous hundred
years. This historical background to the Republic may con-
veniently be called ethe revolutionary tradition'.
The experience and memory of the French Revolution of
1789 loomed as large over nineteenth-century France as the
traditions of 1689 loomed over eighteenth-century England,
or the ideas of 1776 over modern America, or the ideas of 1917
over modern Russia. These traditions took a shape as definite
and as permanent as the English, American, or Russian tradi-
tions. But their coherence has been obscured by the variety of
institutions and political forms in which they found expression.
Th<* English Revolution of 1689 established the sovereignty of
Parliament as the central, operative principle of British democ-
racy. The American Revolution of 1776 created, in the written
Constitution of the Federal Government, the backbone of the
American democratic system. The Soviets became the perma-
nent units of political life in the U.S.S.R. But the French
Revolution of 1789 asserted only that the essence of the demo-
cratic ideal is the 'sovereignty of the people5.1 That elusive
1 The French Revolution did not necessarily, however, derive the
idea of'sovereignty of the people* from Rousseau and his conception
of the 'general will'. Cf. Daniel Mornet: Les Origines Intellectuelles de la
Revolution Frarqaise (1933), and A. Cobban: Dictatorship (1939), pp.
50-77. The Abb£ Sieyes would seem to have been the most influential
theorist of the doctrine of popular sovereignty, in the sense that his
Qu'est-ce que le Tiers £tat? (1788) became the text-book of the revolu-

